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Organisms have adapted behaviours that help them to survive. Some
animals have even learned how to survive in city environments
(Figure 1).
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Figure 2
Birds, such as the house finch,

have learned to build their nests

in crevices of downtown buildings

and apartment balconies.

Today, humans are moving farther and farther into what used
to be wild spaces. Houses, farms, roads, and shopping malls are
replacing the natural habitats of animals. The animals have either
moved to a new location or learned how to live with humans. Many
animals have adapted to life surrounded by concrete, traffic noise,
and a lot of people!

City Dwellers 
A city is filled with roads with cars zooming by, tall buildings, and
lots of people. This can be an advantage for some animals. Wherever
there is traffic, buildings, and people, there is heat and food. The
daytime heat becomes trapped between tall buildings and provides
warmth for animals at night. The discarded food in a trash bin
becomes a meal.

The most successful city dwellers are birds (Figure 2). Pigeons are
so common that in some cities they are considered to be a nuisance.
Starlings have also learned to live in cities.

Figure 1
What animals live in the city?



Many four-legged animals, such as squirrels and raccoons (Figure 3),
have also learned how to live in cities. Raccoons can survive because
they are willing to eat just about anything, from fresh vegetables in
backyard gardens to waste in garbage cans. Rats and mice have also
learned to live on the waste that is so easy to find in urban areas.

Small animals are not the only animals that live in cities. As
cities expand, larger animals find themselves in direct contact with
buildings and people. Seeing a cougar or a black bear in a backyard
is not uncommon in parts of British Columbia.

Coyotes blend into the city so well that many people do not even
know they are there (Figure 4)! Since coyotes are nocturnal, they roam
the streets at night in search of food. Coyotes eat small mammals, such
as rats, as well as eggs, fruit, grains, vegetation, and garbage. All these
foods are easily found in a city!
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Figure 3
Backyard compost bins, garbage cans, and

even open back doors provide access to

enough food for raccoons.

Figure 4
Coyotes are omnivores—they eat both

plants and animals.

CHECK YOUR UNDERSTANDING
1. Name three animals that have adapted to live in cities. Describe how

each animal has adapted.

2. What behaviours do pets, such as dogs and cats, learn to help them
live in a home? 

3. How can a city provide an advantage for an animal?




