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Classifying living things helps us
understand the diversity of life. 

Chapter Review

Key Idea: People use classification systems to
organize the diversity of living things.

Vocabulary
classification system p. 19

Vocabulary
cell membrane p. 29
nucleus p. 29
chloroplasts p. 29
chlorophyll p. 29
vertebrates p. 35
invertebrates p. 35
fish p. 35
amphibians p. 35
reptiles p. 35
birds p. 35
mammals p. 35
micro-organisms p. 42

Key Idea: Living things can be unicellular or
multicellular.

Vocabulary
unicellular p. 28
multicellular p. 28

Key Idea: Scientists classify living things into five
kingdoms: Animalia, Plantae, Fungi, Protista, and
Monera.

Vocabulary
kingdoms p. 30
Animalia p. 30
Plantae p. 30
Fungi p. 30
Protista p. 30
Monera p. 30
species p. 31

Kingdom Animalia Kingdom Plantae

Kingdom Protista Kingdom Monera

Kingdom Fungi

Key Idea: Scientists classify organisms into groups
based on internal and external features.

Animal cellPlant cell
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Bracket fungi Bindweed

Figure 2

6. Look at the organisms in Figure 2. Explain
how the organisms are alike. Explain how
they are different.

Figure 1

Black
footed
spider

Jumping spider
(very small)

Wolf
spider

Think Critically
10. How can you distinguish between two

species that look very similar? The two
owls in Figure 4 are different species. What
external characteristics might a scientist
have used to decide that they were not the
same species? 

11. Could the five-kingdom classification
system change as scientists discover new
organisms? Explain your thinking.

Reflect on Your Learning 
12. What is the most important idea that you

have learned about diversity? Explain why
you think this idea is important.

Figure 3

Figure 4

Strix occidentalis Strix varia
(spotted owl) (barred owl)

Review Key Ideas and
Vocabulary
When answering the questions, remember to
use the chapter vocabulary.

1. Give two examples of how people use
classification systems to help them organize
their knowledge about living things.

2. Give an example of an internal structure
and an example of an external structure that
scientists use to classify organisms.

3. Every organism is either a single cell or
made of more than one cell. What are the
names for these two groups of organisms?

4. Name the five kingdoms of living things.

Use What You’ve Learned
5. Look carefully at Figure 1. List three

characteristics that you could use to make
a classification key for these organisms.

7. If you were given an organism that looked
like a plant, what characteristics would you
look for to find out if it was actually a plant?

8. Imagine that you have discovered a new
organism. Draw a picture of the organism.
Which kingdom do you think it belongs in?
Explain why.

9. Explain how each of the seeds in Figure 3

are dispersed.




