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Unit Overview
The Unit Overview describes the key student expectations for
the unit. Concept development, inquiry and design skills, and
expectations from the curriculum are synthesized in an easy-
to-understand format. Three Design Challenges are introduced
in the Unit Overview. The Design Challenges can be used later
in the unit as performance assessment tasks.

Design Challenge

The Design Challenge provides students
with an opportunity to demonstrate their
learning by solving a technology problem.
Lessons throughout the unit develop
concepts and skills students will need to
successfully complete the Challenge.

Curriculum Expectations

The Unit Overview states the learning
expectations in student language.

Getting Started
The Getting Started feature introduces the unit by providing
discussion and reflection opportunities for students that focus on
the concepts that will be explored throughout the unit. Each
unit begins with a series of questions designed to elicit students’
prior knowledge and to identify students’ misconceptions.

Try This

Try This activities use readily available materials and
appear periodically throughout each unit. These activities
provide students with experiences to help them develop
specific skills and/or understand the concepts being
learned. Try This activities also enable students to engage
in group discussions or to reflect on their observations.

Reflecting Questions

Students reflect on what they
already know about the topic
and questions for further study.

Skills Handbook 

References indicate to students
where they can find added information
and extra help in the skills handbook
for conducting investigations,
activities, and answering questions.


