ANSWER KEY TO PRACTICE EXERCISES

Word Use and Spelling

Practice Activity 1: Using the Dictionary

Answers will vary. Some possible responses are given.

1. I got a brochure telling how to sign up for camp.

2. We caught the culprit who broke the window.

3. Dora had a scheme to surprise everyone at the party.

4. The denominator is the bottom part of a fraction.

5. Emanuele tried to avoid walking on the grass.

6. Our plans are tentative until we know when the movie starts.

7. Monkeys are inquisitive animals.

8. Frogs and snakes are both found in this habitat.

Practice Activity 2: Using a Thesaurus 
Answers will vary. Some possible responses are given.

1. Jamie went for a stroll after dinner.

2. The huge whale spouted once and then dove.

3. Jane felt gloomy because her best friend was moving away.

4. Ms Samson was intensely proud of her students.

5. Did you understand what the coach was explaining to us?

6. Violette dashes across the park to be with her friends.

7. The dragon began to blubber like a baby.

8. Sumeer was a clever chess player.

Practice Activity 3: Prefixes and Suffixes

Answers will vary. Some possible responses are given.

1. spoke in a monotone
one tone without variation

2. unable to attend
not able to

3. forewarned of the crime
told ahead of time

4. impatient shopper
not patient

5. piano instructor
someone who teaches


6. walks quickly
in a quick way

7. joyful music
full of joy

8. envious look
full of envy

Practice Activity 4: Synonyms and Antonyms

Answers will vary. Some possible responses are given.


Synonym
Antonym
1. small
wee, tiny
large, big

2. rich
wealthy
poor

3. cry
weep
laugh

4. pretty
beautiful
ugly

5. sick
ill
healthy

6. shut
close
open

7. swiftly
rapidly
slowly

8. crooked
bent
straight

Practice Activity 5: Homograph 
Answers will vary. Some possible responses are given.

1. The kite will fly. The lizard ate the fly.


2. I put my money in the bank. She slid down the bank of the river.

3. Terry will lead us to the gym. My knapsack is heavy as lead. 

4. The string was tied with a bow. You should bow at the end of your performance.

5. My drill will bore a hole in the wall. That movie will bore you.

6. Wind your fishing line back on the reel. The flag flapped in the wind.

7. We drank fruit punch at the picnic. I have to punch holes in the paper.

8. Sally rode the horse into the stable. The bench we built is very stable.

Practice Activity 6: Homophone 

1. If you listen carefully, you can hear the coyote howling. 

2. Jim patted his stomach and groaned, “Oh, I ate too much.” 

3. I will meet you by the meat counter in ten minutes.

4. It’s going to be a beautiful day out today.

5. Parveen knew she would be able to use her new skates at the party.

6. The boys took off their hockey gear and stored it in the cupboard over there.

7. I wasn’t sure whether or not my Mom would let me go to the movie.

8. You’re my very best friend,” Jake announced to Pierre.

Practice Activity 7: Slang 

Answers will vary. Some possible responses are given.

1. go bananas
go slightly crazy

2. chicken
coward

3. awesome 
excellent

4. hyper 
overly excited

5. shades
sunglasses

6. wiped
exhausted

7. wired
took a hard, fast shot

8. couch potato
someone who sits in front of the TV all the time

Practice Activity 8: Inclusive Language

Answers will vary. Some possible responses are given.

1. policeman
police officer

2. mothering
parenting

3. actress
actor

4. newsman
journalist

5. Anyone would want to see the proof.

6. Employees may bring their spouses to dinner.

7. Everyone has the right to his or her opinion.

8. Children who read every night will increase their vocabulary. 

Grammar

Practice Activity 9: Noun and Pronoun

1. Jenny (noun), scientist (noun)

2. She (pronoun), forest (noun), wolves (noun)

3. scientists (noun), animals (noun), huts (noun), trailers (noun)

4. Jenny (noun), wolves (noun), her (pronoun), camera (noun)

5. cubs (noun), pack (noun)

6. They (pronoun), exercise (noun) 

7. Wolves (noun), hunters (noun)

8. We (pronoun), wolf (noun)

Practice Activity 10: Plurals

1. Oil tankers carry millions of litres of oil.

2. The children are playing on the slide in the park.

3. The babies were happy to be outside.

4. The astronauts are trained to do different experiments in space.

5. In the old churches, you can see impressive stained glass windows.

6. Remember to include end punctuation in the sentences.

7. The dentist said my teeth are healthy.

8. The old toys collected dust on the shelves.

Practice Activity 11: Verb

1. broke (past tense)

2. have (present tense)

3. will look (future tense)

4. shows (present tense)

5. travel (present tense)

6. is teaching (present tense) 

7. learned (past tense)

8. will remember (future tense), taught (past tense)

Practice Activity 12: Noun-Verb Agreement

1. May Lee was on her way to the store.

2. Have you ever seen such a beautiful flower?

3. Did you know that everyone has the flu?

4. Mr. Murphy does know how to fix a car.

5. The seals are fun to watch at the zoo.

6. Did you notice which children were sitting on that bench?

7. What does 4 times 12 equal?

8. The children do understand how to do long division.

Practice Activity 13: Adjective and Adverb

1. blooming – adjective (describes roses) 

2. soft – adjective (describes blanket)

3. howling- adjective (describes wind), loudly – adverb (describes whistled) 

4. playful – adjective (describes kitten) 

5. gratefully – adverb (describes accepted), generous – adjective (describes donation)

6. politely – adverb (describes clapped) 

7. quickly – adverb (describes finish) 

8. squealing – adjective (describes brakes), suddenly – adverb (describes stopped)

Practice Activity 14: Comparative Adjectives

1. On that dive, the diver went the deepest she had ever been.

2. That was a more difficult spelling test than the last one.

3. The carpenter sanded the wood until it was the smoothest possible.

4. The lobster fisherman said that he had the best catch today.

5. Which country do you think is hotter—India or China?

6. The neighbours said I was the most helpful babysitter they ever had.

7. Looking out the window, she could see that the sea was calmer than yesterday.

8. This has been the happiest birthday I have ever had.

8. A conjunction connects words and groups of words.

Practice Activity 15: Conjunction

1. I like Celine because she always makes me laugh.

2. When Ms Madikiza was working with the group, the rest of the class went on writing.

3. Smita wants to see her grandfather more often, since he is her favourite relative.

4. Jermaine will cook unless he has a hockey practice.

5. “Hurry up, Spencer, or you will be late,” called Mrs. Aniston. 

6. If you ever find keys in the playground, take them to the office.

7. No one can predict whether we will be able to live on the moon.

8. A conjunction connects words and groups of words.

Practice Activity 16: Parts of Speech


The children (noun) followed (verb) the stream, hopping from rock (noun) to rock, wading in the murky (adjective) water sometimes. The trees hung (verb) over the stream on both sides. They startled a couple of dippers that were looking for insects (noun) in the gravel bottom. When they finally (adverb) got to the salt chuck, there was (verb) a field of grass. There were wild (adjective) rose bushes and blackberry brambles (noun).  They stopped to pick blackberries. They saw (verb) a crane and some mallards.


“There used to be salmon in this creek (noun),” Angie (noun) said sadly (adverb) on the way back.


“This little (adjective) thing?”


They searched carefully (adverb) for arrowheads but didn’t find any. Instead they found (verb) some tin (adjective) cans and bottles and plastic. They kept the drink cans and threw (verb) the rest of the garbage onto the bank (noun).

Practice Activity 17: Sentence Types

1. Have you ever flown in a jet plane? (question)

2. Don’t walk on the grass. (command)

3. Aha! (exclamation)

4. The scent of freshly cut flowers filled the room. (statement)

5. Take out the garbage. (command)

6. Ouch, that hurt a lot! (exclamation)

7. Who would like to have some ice cream? (question)

8. The engineer designed the building with many safety features. (statement)

Practice Activity 18: Sentence Fragment

Answers will vary. Some possible responses are given.

1. complete sentence

2. At her birthday party, Kerry gave everyone a loot bag.

3. When my mother saw the mess we had made, she couldn’t believe her eyes.

4. Somewhere, deep in the dark woods there was a very wise old bear.

5. complete sentence

6. In the corner of the room a patient spider sat in its web.

7. complete sentence

8. complete sentence

Practice Activity 19: Run-on Sentence

The corrected sentences will vary. Here are some possible responses.

1. When oil is spilled on water it forms a sheen. That is a very thin layer of oil that sits on top of and just under the water’s surface.

2. I paused for effect this time. I knew no one would break the hush. I wanted my teacher to take in the next bit.

3. Everyone was silent as Mr. Matteau began reading out names for the new team. Marcel was first to be called.

4. Each winter, whooping cranes make a long and dangerous flight from northern Canada to Texas. In April, they return to their northern nesting grounds.

5. The roads are icy, and cars are sliding into the ditch.

6. Planting trees is one way of stopping erosion, because the roots help to hold the soil together.

7. I would like to give you directions, but I don’t know where the theatre is.

8. I was tired. My eyes were getting heavy, and I almost fell asleep in my chair.

Practice Activity 20: Double Negative

Answers will vary. Some possible responses are given.

1. She had hardly finished her soup when the rest of the meal was served. 

2. Mrs. Klein couldn’t see the sign through the fog.

3. I haven’t been to Florida before.

4. People shouldn’t litter.

5. “I didn’t do anything wrong,” she muttered to herself. 

6. Rochelle didn’t like any of the mystery books she read.

7. She didn’t like science fiction either. 

8. Len didn’t like either cabbage or carrots.

Practice Activity 21: Problems with Pronouns

1. (She, Her) plans to buy a present for her ballet teacher.

2. Nancy, would you like to come with Juan and (I, me)?

3. How long have you known (he, him)?

4. The principal asked Sam and (I, me) to deliver the newsletters.

Answers will vary. Some possible responses are given.

5. We kids love to play tricks on each other.

6. Each student finished his or her project on time.

7. It was he who told us that we workers were getting time off. 

8. The coach said all players need to get their helmets ready.

Punctuation

Practice Activity 22: End Punctuation

Have you ever heard of Leonardo da Vinci ?  He was born in Italy on April 15, 1442 .  His family grew olives, grapes, and wheat . Did you know he had a brother and four sisters ?  He sketched birds, animals, rocks, and trees in the country .  People said, “What a talented child ! ” At age fourteen Leonardo moved to Florence .  He started to work for a great artist who showed him how to make armour, dishes, furniture, and cannons .  Leonardo was a genius ! 

Practice Activity 23: Comma

1. Valentine’s Day will be on Tuesday, February 14 this year.

2. Joel, would you please bring that basket over here?

3. Tonight I have to do reading, mathematics, and a science experiment for homework.

4. On Saturday January 6, 2005 I will turn sixteen.

5. Which would you prefer to have for a pet(a cat, a dog, a goldfish, or something else?

6. I was wondering, Dan, if you play hockey as well as soccer.

7. Oh, okay, I understand you now.

8. To make this cake you will need melted chocolate, coconut, and walnuts.

Practice Activity 24: Apostrophe

1. There’s going to be a big snowstorm according the news report.

2. I can’t believe I ate the whole thing.

3. Although we didn’t have a lot of money, we’d always share what we had.

4. Haven’t you ever heard that story before?

5. The new store specializes in men’s and women’s clothing.

6. After the accident the car’s bumper had several dents in it.

7. People don’t always understand this song’s words.

8. Many farmers’ crops are threatened by the lack of rain.


Practice Activity 25: Quotation Marks

Answers may vary. Some possible responses are given.

1. “I lost my dog in the forest,” said Craig.

2. The plumber shook his head and said, “Your sink needs to be replaced.”

3. “Hey!” Paul shouted. “I told you not to go in there.”

4. “Did you know that we could see the northern lights from here?” asked Mother.

5. “The Guides will be going on an overnight camping trip,” said the leader.

6. Jasmin wondered to herself, “Should I take my umbrella today?”

7. “I plan to make cabbage rolls and meatloaf,” said Ms. Grey, “and then freeze them both.”

8. “That will be $7.95,” said the sales clerk in the variety store.

Practice Activity 26: Hyphen

1. The bus holds seventy-eight people and it is three-quarters full.

2. Jim Carrey is a well-known actor.

3. The score was 5-3.

4. Rivka got a part-time job at the rink.

5. some-thing

6. ma-gi-cal

7. won-der-ful

8. goal-ie

Practice Activity 27: Ellipsis, Semicolon, Dash, Parentheses

Answers will vary. Some possible responses are given.

1. “The red one” is extra information about the sweater.

2. Two short sentences are related.

3. There is a break in the action—listening, then running.

4. She stopped and did not finish her words.

5. Two short sentences are connected. 

6. There is a break in the action—watching, then running.

7. “Yes, real ones” is extra information about the nuggets.

8. Some words are missing.

Practice Activity 28: Capitalization

1. Heather Pirso won the prize for her story A Magical Day.

2. Chanukah, Christmas, and often Diwali fall in December.

3. Easter Island is in the South Pacific Ocean, off the coast of South America.

4. At the Royal Tyrell Museum in Drumheller, Alberta you can see fossils from the Cretaceous Period.

5. Anne of Green Gables, written by Lucy Maud Montgomery, is a world-famous book.

6. I come from a large family and we live in one big house: Mom, Dad, Grandma, my brothers and sisters, and Auntie Lori.

7. UNICEF is the part of the United Nations that works to make life better for children all over the world.

8. Dr. Roberta Bondar, a Canadian astronaut, flew on the space shuttle Discovery.

Practice Activity 29: Putting it Together

Answers will vary. One possible response is given.

The Manu River begins in the Andes Mountains of Peru in South America. Large fig, cedar, and kapok trees grow along its bank. The Manu forests are filled with monkeys of different kinds. There are capuchin monkeys, spider monkeys, and squirrel monkeys sharing the same space. The monkeys eat fruit, seed pods, palm nuts, and insects. They especially love the pods of the cacao tree. The pulp is sweet; the seeds are used for making cocoa.
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