Alberta Social Studies Grade 5


ACTIVITIES

Chapter 6
The Arctic Region—Living Near the Top of the World

1.  The inuksuk (ee-nook-shook) is an important symbol for the Inuit and their traditional way of life. View the Historica Heritage Minutes, Inuksuk, which shows an RCMP officer watching a group of Inuit build an inuksuk. The scene is set in Baffin Island, 1931. What is unique about Inuit culture in this video clip? Think about clothing, language, the land, climate, and the inuksuk itself. To record your answers: 

a)  Draw a picture of an inuksuk. 

b)  Around the picture, write words that describe the uniqueness of Inuit

          culture.

2.   Look at the image of Resolute, Nunavut, and read about its location and climate on pages 98–107 of your textbook. Imagine you are there in the photograph. Make a list of descriptive words that come to mind as you survey the land. Develop your list into a poem that expresses an appreciation of the Arctic region and what it might mean to its people.

3.   Listen to the audio recording of First Nation Elder Annie Lord. She is a member of the Vuntut Gwitchin First Nation in Old Crow, North Yukon. She speaks about the climate changes that she has seen in her lifetime. Then do the following: 
a)  Locate this part of the Arctic on a map. 

b)  Write a brief letter that expresses what you would say to Annie Lord about   her story of climate change. Include an explanation of why you think it is a serious problem. 
